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The first year of GWA’s initiatives have been extremely successful and meaningful to all participants.  Two City Ministry Forums, two Young Leaders Forums, and two Global Outreach Leaders meetings have superceded expectations.  The reports from each of these major events were emailed to all the covenant members of GWA.  Several general observations encapsulate the spirit and attitude of the participants:

1. An overwhelming thanksgiving for the opportunity to meet, get to know, and share with leaders of other faith groups;

2. A validation of the idea  we are kingdom people within the Wesleyan theological family;

3. The sharing of best practices among all the participants was a highlight for each one.

4. Ideas and dreams have emerged from these early interactions among the participants in thinking about the future.  Suggestions and concrete next steps clearly indicate a commitment to the continuation of bringing our key leaders in specific arenas together for dialogue.   

As a strategic future for GWA continues to be developed here are a few items to be given consideration:

1. The continuing networking with like minded groups identified this year and others yet to be identified;

2. The continuation of groups from our covenant members who are moving into a working relationship including problem solving, creation of structures to benefit all, and the sharing of human resources.

3. In order to make the impression on the public for the GWA purpose, the discovery of  venues which would highlight the covenant relationship among members.

4. A flexibility in order to respond to an idea or need generated from one of the purpose(city ministry, young leaders, missions directors, CFO’s) groups.  This year several ideas were brought forth for consideration and some have been acted upon already.
Vision, Plans, and options for 2015

1. Chief Financial Officers and Treasurers Forum-February 26-27, 2015-Wesleyan Headquarters-Fishers, Indiana

2. Mission Leaders work group-March 23-25, 2015-Free Methodist Headquarters-Indianapolis.  September or October 2015 NEXUS meeting.

3. Young Leaders Forum-Date and place to be determined.

4. The continuation of City Ministry Forums in a number of cities across the nation.  Places and times yet to be determined. 

5. Creation and work on Human Sexuality paper-Date and Place to be determined.

6. Creation and work on Mentoring Model-Date and Place to be determined.

7. A gathering of leaders from groups emphasizing the Wesleyan theology for a time of dialogue and prayer for our concerns.  Date and Place to be determined.

8. A testing of the idea of “Rally” for our covenant members in specific cities.  A one day event of  area(regional judicatory) leaders beginning with a “prayer summit” followed by the afternoon session  looking at common issues and potential solutions.  An evening of worship and praise of all our covenant members in the area would be the capping of the day.  
9. The development of GWA website.
10. Applying for 501 c(3) status with the IRS

11. The initiation of securing additional financial support from other entities(i.e. Lilly Foundation) and philanthropic  individuals.

The vision of what we could do together and promote the kingdom of God is unlimited.  We must choose what is the wise approach at this early juncture in the development of GWA and what level of funding are we willing to undertake to achieve these initiatives.
It has been a very blessed journey for me this year with GWA covenant members.  I deeply appreciate the support and words of encouragement.  My soul has been blessed by getting to know some of God’s brightest servants in the kingdom.  I am thankful for the opportunity and stand ready to see what might emerge in 2015.
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